MEETING MINUTES

BOROUGH OF CALDWELL
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

January 23, 2025
Reorganization Meeting, 7:00 PM

Irene Gibbons Health and Human Services Building, 2nd floor

AGENDA:
1. Meeting Called To Order 7:00 PM

2. Roll Call:

Marc Guiliano, Jr.

Marc Guiliano, Sr.

Steve Zisk

Kristen Gerard-Philbin
Frank Galante

Melissa Silverthorne
Councilman Ken Jurgensen

Guests:

3. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: Adequate notice of the Caldwell Historic Preservation

Commission meetings was given in TheProgress on January 15, 2025 and are on the Borough of
Caldwell web site. All persons requesting notice were sent same.

Caldwell Borough

NOTICE OF ANNUAL ORGANIZATIONAL
Historic Preservation Commission

. » . 1

TAKE NOTICE that the Annual Organizational Meeting of the Historic Preservation,
ission of the Borough of Caldwell, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, wilk
g?(?rgllac:a on Thursday, J%nuary 23, 2025 starting at 7:00P.M. The meeting wul'Y take:
place on the 2nd floor of the Irene Gibbons Health and Human Services Bulldmg,:
located at 14 Park Avenue. Official action will be taken. 3
1
Brittany Heun 1

1
Municipal Clerk 01/16/T1

P.F.$15.30

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
,2025

motioned, seconded

Approved.



6. Below are all the members appointed, approved, their Member Class and term:

Marc Guiliano, Jr. Class A Member Term Expires December 31, 2028 (4 years)
Marc Guiliano, Sr. Class B Member Term Expires December 31, 2028 (4 years)
Steve Zisk Class C Member Term Expires December 31, 2028 (4 years)
Kristen Gerard-Philbin Class C Member Term Expires December 31, 2028 (4 years)
Frank Galante Class C Member Term Expires December 31, 2028 (4 years)
Melissa Silverthorne Class C Member Term Expires December 31, 2028 (4 years)
Councilman Jurgensen Council Representative ~ Term Expires December 31, 2025 (1 year)

7. Weneed to ELECT a CHAIRMAN and a VICE CHAIRMAN. Then after they’re sworn in we’ll
need select a select a SECRETARY. ( we might consider proposing an amendment to the ordinance to
make these positions “CHAIRPERSON” and “VICE CHAIRPERSON”)

Since the last recorded meeting of the Historic Committee occurred in 2020 ?, and most of us don’t
know one another, EVERYONE will be given the opportunity to introduce themselves, tell the rest of
the team a little about themselves and how and why they volunteered to serve on the commission.

8. Elect a CHAIRMAN

9. Swear in the CHAIRMAN

In New Jersey, those who can administer oaths to elected officials include notaries public, attorneys,
judges or elected officials. A printed OATH OF OFFICE has been prepared, will be read and will to be
signed. (Ken will bring a bible).

OATH OF OFFICE: The oath of office in New Jersey is:
“1, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully, impartially and justly perform
all the duties of the office of to the best of my ability.”

“and that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
New Jersey, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same and to the Governments
established in the United States and in this State, under the authority of the people.”

10. Elect a VICE CHAIRMAN ( we might consider proposing an amendment to the ordinance and
make this position “VICE CHAIRPERSON")

11. Swear in the VICE CHAIRMAN

12. Select a SECRETARY (Swearing in is not required)



13. FOR DISCUSSION: Finalize the Meeting Schedule for 2025 S.MEETINGS: Will be on or
about the 4th Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM — 8:00 PM at the Irene Gibbons Health & Human
Services Building, 2nd Floor, 14 Park Avenue, Caldwell as follows:

Thursday, January 23rd, 2025

Thursday, February 27th, 2025

Thursday, March 27th, 2025

Thursday, April 24th, 2025

Thursday, June 26th, 2025

Thursday, July 24th, 2025

Thursday, August 28th, 2025

Thursday, September 25th, 2025

Thursday, October 30th, 2025 (this is the 5th Thursday in October due to a conflict)

Thursday, November 20th, 2025 (the 4th Thursday in November is Thanksgiving)

Thursday, December 18th, 2025 (the 4th Thursday in December is Christmas)

(On 12-19-24 Ken Jurgensen asked Brittany Huen
to add the dates above to the 2025 Borough Calendar.)

14. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: We still have one more open position for Alternate #1. An idea has
been proposed that we “recruit” a student (ideally) from Caldwell University to serve with us. This
would be a 2 year term. The University recently asked Council President Danielowicz and
Councilwoman Rodeffer if there any opportunities. On 1-23-25 I asked Darren and Viv to provide us
with University contact.

15. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: Discuss Ordinance Chapter 130 and the responsibilities of the
Historic Commission at our next meeting.
VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THE DISCUSSION

16a. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: the 1917 Caldwell Public Library (The current plan is to preserve
the building and use the insurance and FEMA §$ to restore it. What hasn’t been decided is exactly what
should be saved, what (if anything) should be demolished (i.e. the addition), the current condition of the
building, what should be done with the basement, the proximity of the underground culvert to the
building, plans for Provost Square, the Community Center, HOW the restored building should be used
after its restored and interior alterations to meet the agreed upon use of the building after it is restored.)

** During the December 17th, 2024 Town Council Meeting Mayor Jones advised that one of the ideas
currently being considered is to use the building to display historic photographs, postcards, etc. from
Gene Collard and Dick Gibbs

16b. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: Councilman Brown suggested we explore the idea of re-making the
1917 Caldwell Public Library a LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK again.

16C. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: IF we decide to make the 1917 Caldwell Public Library a LOCAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK again the Town Council will need to approve an ordinance too make it so.



16D. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: IF the council approves an Ordinance to make the 1917 Caldwell
Public Library a LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK again the Borough may be able to apply for a
GRANT to help us fund the restoration, BUT we have to apply by 4-1-25.

VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THIS EFFORT & POSSIBLY WORK WITH BOROUGH
ADMINISTRATOR ALEX PALUMBO TO MAKE THIS HAPPEN

16e. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: IF we decide to make the 1917 Caldwell Public Library a LOCAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK again we might consider trying to list the library in the national Park
Service National Register of Historic Places. The National Register of Historic Places is the official
list of the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a
national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect
America's historic and archeological resources. Go to: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/
how-to-list-a-property.htm

VOLUNTEER TO FIND OUT WHATS REQUIRED SHORT AND LONG TERM & LEAD THIS
EFFORT

17. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: 1986 LIST of ALL 185 Historic Structures in Caldwell. This
WORD document (47 pages) was to large to share electronically, and I was unable to covert it to a
PDF.....will keep trying to figure out a way to get this to all of you.

18. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: United States Semiquincentennial, July 4th, 2026 What, if any, role
should the historic commission take with respect to this National Event ?

19. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: the 1914 Caldwell Theatre
20. IDEA: Have a joint Meeting with the West Caldwell Historic Preservation Commission

21. IDEA: Invite Paul Maloney, President of the Grover Cleveland Birthplace Memorial
Association https://presidentcleveland.org/about-the-gcbma/ to speak to our group.

22. IDEA: Invite Roxanne Douglass, President of the Historical Society of West Caldwell to speak to
our group (& invite the other West Caldwell Board of Trustee Members to attend as well)

23. IDEA: Mayor Jones suggested we consider inviting Bob Silver founder and CEO of

Bravitas https://bravitas.com/bravitas-team-member/bob-silver/ to speak at a future meeting.
Bravatis is a Real Estate company in Montclair and their web site https://bravitas.com says “At The
Bravitas Group, we don't just renovate and restore old buildings to create green new work spaces. We
help build better communities.”. Bravitas Projects in Caldwell include: The Wilson, 307 Bloomfield
Ave., and Grover House, 333 Bloomfield Ave.


https://presidentcleveland.org/about-the-gcbma/
https://www.wcaldwellhistorynj.org/
https://bravitas.com/bravitas-team-member/bob-silver/
https://bravitas.com/

24. IDEA: Invite Kathleen Bennett, Montclair Preservation Commission President to speak to our
group at a future meeting. (Kathleen has significant knowledge about the 1986 List of 185 Historic
Buildings in Caldwell).

25. IDEA: Attend a future Montclair Preservation Commission Meeting. Meetings are held at 7:30
PM, Council Chamber at the Montclair Township Municipal, 205 Claremont Avenue, Montclair, New
Jersey. 2025 Schedule of Meetings: February 2nd, March 20th, April 17th, May 15th, June 12th, July
17th, August 21st, September 18th, October16th, November 13th and December 18th.

26. IDEA: Invite Dave Cowell, Secretary of the Grover Cleveland Birthplace Memorial
Association to speak to our group about the LONG and complex process they navigated to get the new
Carriage House built.

27. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: Discuss the History of Caldwell,
VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THE DISCUSSION

28. IDEA: FOR DISCUSSION: Discuss the Land Use Law,
VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THE DISCUSSION

29. IDEA: Discuss applying for Certified Local Government (CLG) program certification. The New
Jersey CLG program provides valuable technical assistance and small grants to local governments
seeking to preserve the physical links to our past, providing meaning to the present and continuity with
the future.

VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THE EFFORT

30. IDEA: Discuss developing a web site for the Caldwell Historic Preservation Commission.
VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THE EFFORT

31. IDEA: Discuss the possibility of taking training courses related to Historic Preservation.
VOLUNTEER TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITIES

32. IDEA: Discuss the “TIME CAPSULE”

VOLUNTEER to reach out to Claudine Pascale at Verona Library. Verona Public Library, 17 Gould St.,
Verona N.J., 973.857.4848, info@veronalibrary.org

VOLUNTEER TO LEAD THE EFFORT

33. IDEA: Bob and Janet Markman contacted me and advised that they had a “significant amount
historic Caldwell material” in storage and they asked Ken Jurgensen if the Historic Commission could/
would discuss ideas about how/if the town could use this material.



YOUR IDEAS FOR DISCUSSION:

34. IDEA:

35. IDEA:

36. IDEA:

37.IDEA:




