Caldwell Board of Health
May 12, 2026 — Minutes

1. Call to Order
President, Betty Sullivan, called the regular meeting of the Caldwell Board of Health to order at 6:18 PM.

2. Roll call

Present: Betty Sullivan, Lisa Gates, Maya Harlow-Health Officer, Theresa Camilleri- covering Board of
Health Secretary, Barbara Buechner, Lila Kurzum, Phyllis Kent, and Patty Landon.

Absent: Kristen Gerard, Maria Rodgers

3. Sunshine Law/Public Announcement by Presiding Officer

President, Betty Sullivan, stated that adequate notice of the meeting had been given by posting the
notice on the bulletin board and in writing to all official newspapers and to all persons requesting notice.

4. Approval of Minutes of Public Meeting

The Board reviewed and approved the minutes of the previous (April 14, 2026) meeting. Patty Landon
motioned to approve. All board members agreed to approve.

5. Unfinished Business

Meeting Scheduling:

The Board discussed the upcoming May and June meetings. Traditionally, June meetings are skipped due
to a limited agenda. Due to limited attendance and agenda, if June meeting occurs it will be held by
Zoom call only (Tuesday, June 9, 2026). Agenda can be posted with generic “business and licenses”
language; specifics can be determined as documents come in.

6. New Business

Persistent issue with late business license applications/renewals

Noted unusual pattern: Several establishments, especially those starting with an “S” have not renewed.
Some establishments claim never to have received their renewal notice. Possible confusion due to
envelope/paperwork changes. About 16-20 establishments affected; new notices sent out within the last
week.

Late Fee Discussion

Regular $50 late fees (total $100 for public establishments) may not be fair given the communication
breakdown. Board consensus: Recommend waiving late fees if payment is received before June
meeting, or second Tuesday of June 2026. Plan: net round of letters will include a clear deadline
(June 9, 2026), after which late fees will be enforced.

Historical Comparison: Issue is recurring; similar patterns last year

Follow-up: Phone calls and another round of letters planned for next week to prompt compliance.



State Provider Updates (Vaccines for Children / 317 Program)
Update from NJ Dept of Health regarding regulatory changes for the Vaccine for Children (VFC) and 317
programs

e Focused mainly on nurse access and program management

e General clarification that these relate to providers for under/uninsured populations.

Public Health: Hantavirus and Rodent Control Initiatives

Hantavirus Discussion:
Brought up due to recent news of two New Jersey resident on a cruise ship outbreak.
Noted that the strain involved is specific to South America; local Norway rats do not carry it.
Disease has a 30% mortality rate, 42-day incubation, not infectious before symptoms occur.
Bloomfield and Essex County have invested in advanced predictive rodent Al and GIS mapping for
more proactive management. Press release on new rodent programs to be released May 13, 2026.
Grant application underway to expand system county-wide.

Preparedness for Large Events (e.g., FIFA World Cup)
Essex County is positioned as a leader in regional infectious disease response. Weekly calls, tabletop
exercises with state health, hospitals, and nurses. Strong inter-county collaboration: Essex will co-

chair regional responses.

Business Support and Educational Licensing Playbook/Checklist:

Some businesses not understanding compliance steps; suggested a “how to” or checklist.
Playbook/checklist for new business onboarding in prior discussions
Sagar Patel of Bloomfield, identified as a contact; follow-up to be made on implementation.

Outreach, Event Promotions, and School Clinics

Notification Process: Delay in communicating mobile van events to schools/public notifications. New
plan: Notify host school two weeks before, then open to the full county a week later. Efforts to
coordinate with school nurses/administration to improve uptake. Acknowledged that end-of-school-year
timing adds to complexities.

Participation: Blood Pressure Screening: 11 participants each at two events; deemed successful.
Increased outreach (social media, targeted notifications) resulted in higher engagement, including first-
time attendees. Location and timing adjustments (e.g. hosting during bingo) help boost participation.

7. Environmental Health Reports

Euro Grill Fire:
Rooftop fire, closed for repairs, now reopened post-inspection.

Pool Inspections:
Ongoing in May for community and development pools in anticipation of Memorial Day and summer
season.

Beauty/Barber Inspections:
Strong compliance and responsiveness noted; process proceeding smoothly.
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Caldwell University Health Programs:
Health and Wellness Fair Recent Activities: Participation included mental health, Narcan, and educational
outreach. Successful completion of student nurse rotations as of April 30, 2026.

Other Community Updates:
Summer Camps: Inspections scheduled before the end of school year. Pine Trail camp continued at
Caldwell University as in previous years.

8. Public Comment

There was no response to this call of action.

9. Closed Session

A closed session was not required for this meeting.

10. Adjournment

At 6:55 PM, a motion was made by Betty Sullivan and seconded by Patty Landon to adjourn the meeting.

Submitted by: Lisa Gates



