BOROUGH OF CALDWELL
COUNCIL CONFERENCE/BUSINESS MEETING
Regular Meeting- December 9, 2025

The Council Business Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Caldwell was called to order at the Saint
Aloysius Church Gymnasium, 219 Bloomfield, Caldwell, NJ at 7:01 pm.

PRESENT: Council President Daniolowicz, Councilwoman Buechner, Councilwoman Rodeffer,
Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Hunkele, Councilman Jurgensen, and Mayor Jones.

ABSENT:

ALSO PRESENT: Municipal Clerk, Brittany Heun, Borough Administrator, Alex Palumbo, and Borough
Attorney, Craig Bossong

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:
Adequate notice of this Council Business/Conference Organizational Meeting was given on January 14, 2025. Notice

was posted in Borough Hall, 24 Smull Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey. Official newspapers of the Borough were
notified of this meeting by mail. Notice was posted and all persons requesting notice were sent the same.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Moment of Silence:

- The Mayor asked for a moment of reflection for all those who are out in this weather without heat, especially the
children.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

November 5, 2025 - Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion to approve the November 5, 2025 regular meeting minutes, was made by Councilweman Hunkele,
and seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. The
November 5, 2025 minutes were approved 12/9/2025.

| PRESENTATION

| REPORT OF COUNTY LIAISON Patricia Keenan

Patricia Keenan reported:
s Events:
o Holiday Lights at the Turtle Back Zoo are nightly through January 34,
»  Closed 12/24, 12/25, 12/31, and 1/1/2026
= Donation of non-perishable food and gentle used or new clothes and toys accepted
o Holiday Popup Shop at the Essex County Environmental Center along with activities
o Codey Arena is open for Ice Skating
+ Code Blue
o In effect until Friday
o nj211.org for more information

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mempbers of the public are invited to comment at this time on items listed on the agenda.

Henderson Cole, 63 Crane Street, asked about resolution 12-343 filing the complaint against
Cozzarelli. I thought this was done a couple of years ago?

Mr. Bossing stated that the attorneys representing Mr. Cozzarelli made an issue of a resolution not being done
in the past, though it isn’t necessary. This resolution will clear up any issues they have in the future.

Mr. Cole asked about the Insurance resolutions and why the Borough was considering leaving the
Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. The Borough has been part of the JIF for quite a while.
Mr. Palumbo stated that the Borough was in the New Jersey Intergovernmental Insurance Fund prior to being
in the GSM]JIF. This year the GSMJIF has hit us with some tremendous fees, Councilwoman Hunkele stated it
was a 40% increase. Mr. Palumbo also mentioned that the deductibles have gone through the rough this year.
This is the third year of our contract so it was the perfect time to look elsewhere. The Council has a chart that
is a side-by-side comparison of the GSM]IF and the N]IIF, which Councilwoman Hunkele said will be on the
website tomorrow. The annual premium savings of approximately $208,071 over 3 years, and we will see a
50% reduction on most deductibles.

Mr. Cole asked if they are charging us retroactively.

Mr. Palumbo said yes, and they are having us cover other Municipalities that have left. Mayor Jones stated
that this is smart business that will save taxpayers money. Councilwoman Rodeffer asked if the new
insurance would give rebates based on the number of claims. Mr. Palumbo said he does not know, but will
find out. Mr. Bossing explained the process/reasoning behind refunds that these JIFs offer.

Councilman Jurgensen asked about the risks involved with using JIFs and if the JIF is just for the Borough's
insurance or is will it be used for health insurance. Mr. Palumbo said that he is having our Insurance Broker,
Fairview Insurance, look into health insurance through the private sector. There are some factors in place



that may prevent us from going private, but we are looking into it. Mr. Bossong and Councilwoman Hunkele
both stated that they believe all N municipalities are a part of a JIF.

| INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

§

| ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING

|

ORDINANCE NO. 1491-25 MUNICIPAL STORMWATER CONTROL ORDINANCE

After the reading of the Ordinance by number and title, motion to open the public hearing on
Ordinance 1491-25 was made by Council President Daniolowicz, and seconded by Councilman
Jurgensen. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative. There being no public comments,
a motion to close the public session was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilwoman
Hunkele. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative and the public hearing was closed.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 1491-25 was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by Council
President Daniolowicz. Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. Ordinance 1491-25

was adopted on 12/9/2025.

RESOLUTIONS - CONSENT AGENDA

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acied upon by a single motion. There will be no
separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council request specific items to be removed for separate action.

12-338

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF DEVELOPMENT FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,711.00
TO STAR TECH CONSTRUCTION INC.

12-339

AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF ONE (1) TAXICAB LICENSE TO Mohammed Uddin of 96 Ella Street,
Bloomfield, Nj 07003. APPLICATION AND APPLICANT HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY
APPROPRIATE MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS.

12-340

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF LICENSE FOR RAFFLE. APPLICANT AND
APPLICATION HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE CLERK'S OFFICE -N]J Lions Charitable Foundation,
Inc - Off-Premise ~ 50/50¢ Cash Raffle

12-341

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF LICENSE FOR RAFFLE. APPLICANT AND
APPLICATION HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE CLERK'S OFFICE -HSA James Caldwell HS- On-
Premise - Merchandise Raffle

12-342

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF LICENSE FOR RAFFLE. APPLICANT AND
APPLICATION HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE CLERK'S OFFICE -HSA James Caldwell HS- Off-
Premise - 50/50 Cash Raffle

12-343

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE FILING OF A COMPLAINT AGAINST COZZARELLI CIRMINIELLO
ARCHITECTS LLC TO RECOUP TAXPAYER FUNDS

12-344

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 3-83 AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH RAPID PUMP &
METER SERIVCE CO., TO REBUILD PUMPS AT THE CALDWELL WASTEWATER TREATMENT
PLANT, THROUGH THE NORTH JERSEY WASTEWATER COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM
CONTRACT No. 8414-18 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $64,158.58

12-345

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 1-12 WHICH AUTHORIZED THE APPOINTMENT OF
ROBERT COSGROVE, ESQ. OF DURKIN AND DURKIN LLC,, AS MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR FOR THE
YEAR 2025

12-346

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX
OFFICE

12-347

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CALDWELL TO WITHDRAW FROM THE
GARDEN STATE MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

12-348

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CALDWELL TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT
WITH THE NEW JERSEY INTERGOVERNMENTAL INSURANCE FUND

12-349

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF THE BILLS AND THE ISSUANCE OF CHECKS FOR THE PERIOD OF
11/01/2025 THROUGH 12/05/2025 IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,932,121.18

12-350

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPOINTING A COMMISSIONER AND ALTERNATE
COMMISSIONER TO THE NEW JERSEY INTERGOVERNMENTAL INSURANCE FUND

12-351

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE INDEMNITY & TRUST AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW
JERSEY INTERGOVERNMENTAL INSURANCE FUND FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2026
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2028

12-352

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS




RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF HANLON

12-353 | ROAD PROJECT

A motion to approve the consent agenda, was made by Councilwoman Hunkele, and seconded by
Councilman Brown. Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. The consent agenda

was approved on 12/9/2025.

| NEW BUSINESS ]

[ COUNCIL.COMMITTEE REPORTS Borough Council Members |
1. Council President Daniolowicz
a. Library Holiday Pop-up Shop
b. Town Tree Lighting went very well, and even included a visit from Santa! Thanked the Fire
Department for their help bringing Santa to town, as well as for the Hot Chocolate after. Thanked
the First Presbyterian Church Choir for participating.
c. Menorah Lighting will be on 12/17 at 4:15 on the green.

2. Councilwoman Buechner
a. Grover Cleveland Birthplace
i. Their annual meeting was yesterday
1. President Paul Miloni gave a presentation as President Grove Cleveland.
ii. Working on plans for the 250 Celebration
iii. Presidentcleveland.org for more information on the center and their activities.
b. Food Pantry/Health Department
i. No food pantry on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, as well as New Year’'s Eve and New
Year's Day. Extra food will be given out to accommodate the closings.
ii. Served over 100 baskets for thanksgiving thanks to the generous donations from the
public, as well as from Jack's Foodtown, and an anonymous donor.
iii. Giving Tree gifts are due back tomorrow
iv. No blood pressure screenings this month

3. Councilwoman Rodeffer

a. The Owl Presentation done by The Raptor Trust, was great!

b. Thanked all who attended the Interfaith Thanksgiving service. Next years’ service will be held at
Saint Al's.

c. Attended the Kiwanis Lunch, where our very own Lt. Jessica Luszcz gave a presentation at the
meeting that was quite heartfelt and moving. It was a Zoom with a woman from Kenya who
works to fight Human Trafficking. Lt. Luszcz reminded us all what a privilege it is to live in the
Us.

4, Councilwoman Hunkele
a. Reminded everyone about the Caldwell Connect App
i, Download it to receive alerts, look at upcoming events, pay bills, all from your phone
ii. Itis our new way of communicating with residents
iii. Newsletter, which goes out quarterly, is also available on the app

5. Councilman Brown
a. Reminded everyone that loose leaf collection is over. All leaves must be hagged at the curb for

DPW.

[ REPORT OF THE MAYOR s Mayorjones |

Mayor Jones reported:
e Tree Lighting:

o It was great to see Santa arrive in town on the new ladder truck! Santa will be back in town
the week before Christmas to visit the people of Caldwell. The Fire Department usually does
a food drive to collect from residents as they escort Santa.

o Thanked Ray Liptak of First Presbyterian Church for helping with the sound system at the
Tree Lighting. The Mayor asked Ray Liptak to work with Ray Sullivan regarding getting
something similar in place for the Borough.

©  Would like to see the green be a bit more festive next year with lights on the poles. Council
President Daniolowicz assured the Mayor and him and Mr. Palumbo are already working
that.

o Mayor Jones thanked Valerie Shondel, Music Director at the First Presbyterian Church at
Caldwell for her work organizing the music. Thanked East Coast Sound for their wonder
performance as well.

e Next Tuesday will be the last meeting of the year.
e The Reorganizational Meeting will be the first Tuesday of 2026 at 7pm.
e Mayor Jones invited all to join him for the Menocrah Lighting on 12 /17 at4:15pm.

| REPORT OF BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR ' Alex Palumbo |




Mr. Palumbo reported:
e We have been looking through the budget needs that each department has submitted.
e 80 Bloomfield Avenue is still on target to be finished by the end of January 2026.

| REPORT OF THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY | Craig Bossong |

Craig Bossong:
e Noreport

| PUBLIC COMMENTS oy

There was no public in attendance, therefore no public comments were made.

| EXECUTIVE SESSION Closed Session _|

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of NJ.S.A. 10:4-12 and 13, the public shall be excluded
from the Executive Session of the Governing Body which is being held for the discussion of the following subject matter:
Personnel Matters; This Executive Session shall continue for an indefinite period of time and upon termination of the
Executive Session, the Governing Body may choose to resuime the public portion of the meeting. The discussion, which
shall be conducted in closed session, shall be disclosed upon termination of litigation or contractual matter, upon
resolution of the personnel matter with consent of said person or persons and as provided by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 but in
no case later than two (2) years from this date. These minutes shall be available as soon as the matter is resolved or
not later than two years hence.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM WHICH THE PUBLICIS

12-354 | pyCcLUDED For the Meeting of December 9, 2025

A motion to go into executive session was made by Councilwoman Hunkele and seconded by Councilwoman
Buechner. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative. The Council went into executive session at
7:52pm.

A motion to close executive session was made by Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilwoman
Hunkele. Upon voice vote all members voted in the affirmative. The Council meeting was reopened to the
public and the press at 8:09pm

Mr. Bossong read resolution 12-355 in full for the public. A motion to approve resolution 12-355 was made
by Council President Daniolowicz and seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon a roll call vote, all members
present voted in the affirmative. Resolutien 12-355 was approved on 12/9/2025.

| ADJOURNMENT

There being no additional business to be conducted, a motion to adjourn the public meeting was made by
Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon voice vote, all members voted in the
affirmative.

The meeting adjourned at 8:12pm.

[ /22

DATE

Prepared by:
Brittany Heun, Borough Cie




