BOROQUGH OF CALDWELL
COUNCIL CONFERENCE/BUSINESS MEETING
Regular Meeting- February 4, 2025

The Council Business Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borongh of Caldwell was called to order at the
gymmasium of St. Aloysius Church, 219 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, NJ at 7:00 pm.

PRESENT; Councilman Jurgensen, Councilwoman Hunkele, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Rodeffer,
Councilwoman Buechner and Mayor Jones.

ABSENT: Council President Daniolowicz

ALSO PRESENT: Municipal Clerk, Brittany Heun, Borough Administrator, Alex Palumbo, and Borough Attorney,
Craig Bossong.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:

Adequate notice of this Council Business/Conference Organizational Meeting was given on January 14, 2025. Notice
was posted in Borough Hall, 24 Smull Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey. Official newspapers of the Borough were
notified of this meeting by mail. Notice was posted and all persons requesting notice were sent the same.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Moment of Silence:

Mayor Jones asked for a moment of silence to remember those who died in the plane crashes in Washington, D.C. and
Philadelphia and for their surviving families.

| APPROVAL OF MINUTES

January 21, 2025 Council Meeting
January 21, 2025 Executive Session
January 23, 2025 Oversight Committee Meeting

A motion was made by Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilman Brown, to approve the January 21,
2025 Council Meeting Minutes. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative.
The January 21, 2025 Council Meeting Minutes were approved on 2/4/2025.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilman Brown, to approve the January 21,
2025 Executive Session Meeting Minutes. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative.
The January 21, 2025 Executive Session Meeting Minutes were approved on 2/4/2025.

A motion was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Buechner, to approve the January 23,
2025 Oversight Committee Meeting Minutes. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative.
The January 23, 2025 Oversight Committee Meeting Minutes were approved on 2/4/2025.

| PRESENTATION

‘ REPORT OF COUNTY LIAISON Patricia Keenan

No Report.

| PUBLIC COMMENTS
Members of the public are invited to comment at this time on items listed on the agenda.

No Public Comments

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE No. 1475-25 AN ORDINANCE TO FIX SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF CALDWELL FOR
THE YEAR 2025

Ordinance No. 1475-25 was read, by title, for the public by the Municipal Clerk. Councilman Brown made a
motion to approve on first reading Ordinance No. 1475-25 and to have it advertised in the public newspaper
by law. Councilwoman Buechner seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the
affirmative.

ORDINANCE No. 1476-25 ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY
APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $300,000 FOR THE
PREPARATION AND EXECUTION QF A COMPLETE PROGRAM OF
REVALUATION OF PROPERTY IN AND BY THE BORQUGH OF
CALDWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, NEW JERSEY

Ordinance No. 1476-25 was read, by title, for the public by the Municipal Clerk. Councilman Brown made a
motion to approve on first reading Ordinance No. 1476-25 and to have it advertised in the public newspaper
by law. Councilwoman Buechner seconded the motion. Councilman Brown inquired about the emergency



nature of voting on the Ordinance at this time. Mr. Palumho explained that there are time constraints with
this Ordinance and that voting on the legislation now allows for a quicker process for the Borough to go out
for a Bond Ordinance. Mr. Bossong reported that the Ordinance was mandated by the County and State
Division of Taxation. Every ten years, municipalities are required to complete a revaluation of properties
within the Borough. Caldwell’s last revaluation was in 2017. Itis a lengthy process. When completed, it will
go into effect for the 2027 tax year.

Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative.

RESOLUTIONS - CONSENT AGENDA

Al items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion. There will be no
separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council request specific items to be removed for separate action.

2.59 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO ADVERTISE FOR THE POSITION
OF PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

.60 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH CINTAS FOR SPRINKLER TESTING AND
INSPECTION FOR 80 BLOOMFIELD AVE AND THE CALDWELL COMMUNITY CENTER

2-61 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF KATHLEEN VITIELLO AS THE FULL-TIME
VIOLATIONS CLERK FOR THE CALDWELL MUNICIPAL COURT

2-62 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC
USE

2.63 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF GEAR RACKS FOR THE CALDWELL VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT, FROM GEARGRID, LLC, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $26,903.00

2-64 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILLS AND THE ISSUANCE OF CHECKS FOR
THE PERIOD OF 1/18/2025 THROUGH 02/1/2025 IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,160,197.62

Councilman Jurgensen requested that Resolutions 2-39, 2-60 and 2-61 be removed from the Consent Agenda for
separate discussion and consideration.

Councilman Brown made a motion to approve the amended Consent Agenda, which included Resolutions 2-62, 2-63
and 2-64. Councilwoman Buechner seconded the motion. Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative.
Resolution 2-62, Resolution 2-63 and Resolution 2-63 were approved on 2/4/2025.

Resolution 2-59 was discussed by the Governing Body. Councilman Jurgensen asked if the position already exists
and inquired why part-time or full-time? Mr. Palumbo stated that there was a “place holder” in the budget for an
Administrative Assistant Position, which is currently vacant. His intention was to provide an assistant to Anakaren
Millan at 14 Park Avenue as well as to perform other duties within the Borough. The Administrative Assistant would
work at the 14 Park Avenue Building, which would allow for additional coverage for residents when Anakaren has to
leave the office for any reason. Mr. Palumbo would like to offer a part-time position with an option for full-time, if
needed.

Councilwoman Buechner made a motion to approve Resolution 2-59, seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon a roll
call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. Resolution 2-59 was approved on 2/4/2025.

Resolution 2-60 was discussed by the Governing Body. Councilman Jurgensen had some concerns with regard to
language in the contract, which was supplied by the vendor, He asked if Mr. Bossong had reviewed the contract. Mr.
Palumbo noted that Mr. Bossong had not reviewed the contract because it was a routine contract. Councilman
Jurgensen was most concerned about the fine print in the contract that asks that the contractor be held harmless.
Councilman Brown made a motion to pull Resolution 2-60 from a vote with the intention of having more time to
review the Resotution for the next Council Meeting. Councilwoman Buechner seconded the motion.

Upon aroll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. Resolution 2-60 was pulled from the agenda,

Resolution 2-61 was discussed by the Governing Body. Councilman Jurgensen asked if Kathleen Vitiello was a new
hire? Mr. Palumbo responded that Ms. Vitiello is currently employed part-time for the Borough in the
Court/Violations Office, The Court Clerk, Ms. O’Hern, had requested that Ms. Vitiello be offered full-time
employment. Mr, Palumbo stated that there were funds in the budget to allow for a change in her position.
Councilwoman Buechner made a motion to approve Resolution 2-61, seconded by Councilwoman IHunkele. Upon a
roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. Resolution 2-61 was approved on 2/4/2025.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Women’s Community Impact Award- Councilwoman Buechner
Nominations are for women in the community who have demonsirated an impact on the
Community at large or have aided or benefited girls in the community.
Nomination Forms and award criteria will be available on the Caldwell Website by the
end of the week.
Previous nominees can be renominated.
The deadline for nominations is March 1, 20235,




2. Artificial Turf Field for Grover Cleveland Middle School- Councilman Jurgensen
Councilman Jurgensen repotted that he had done some research on the proposal to consider installing a turf
field for the Middle School. Some of his findings are outlined below:

L

Proposal is a $5 miilion dollar project. 2 ¥ million dollars would come from a

Green Acres Grant, which has not been approved, as of yet. The remainder of the cost would be
paid by the Township of West Caldwell and the Board of Education.

The field is physically located within the vicinity of the Borough of Caldwell but is owned by the
Township of West Caldwell and the Board of Education.

There are PFAS contained in the turf fibers. PFAS are considered “forever chemicals” and are
curvently being studied by the EPA to see if these microplastics leech into the ground and leak into
the water supply and food sources, and possibly into neighboring properties.

There are no recycling facilities in the USA that currently recycle artificial turf.

The turfis made of cryogenic rubber pellets that disintegrate over time.

The State of NJ has issued regulatory warnings and litigation is pending regarding the safety and
environmental impacts of artificial turf flelds. Decisions concerning litigation may have long-term
impacts for the future of utilizing these fields.

Once the turf wears down, it will need to be replaced, in addition to 8-10 layers underneath, which
will have to disposed of Will Caldwell’s school taxes be affected by this maintenance? Will these
microplastics be considered toxic waste?

Please see attached Exhibit A for additional comments.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS Borough Council Members —|

1. Council President Daniolowicz’s Public Safety Report (presented by Councilman Brown).

a.

A forceable entry training door was donated by the Caldwell Rotary to the Caldwell Fire
Department. Thank you to the Rotary Club for their generosity and thank you to our Volunteer Fire
Department Members for their continued hard work and training.

2. Councilman Jurgensen- Historic Preservation Commission Report

ClgtRe) (o

o

h.

The Historic Preservation Commission has been reassembled after a 4-year hiatus.

Next meeting is scheduled for February 25%

The President is Frank Galante and the Commission Secretary is Melissa Silverthorne,

They are looking to recruit a student from Caldwell University to join the commission.

Exploring ideas for the 1917 Public Library but will differ making any decisions regarding
designating it a local and national historic site for registry until after the renovations are completed.
Discovered the existence of a list of 185 historic structures in Caldwell that was created in 1986.
Discussed ways to participate in the Semi-quincentennial Celebration for the USA which will occur
on July 4, 2026.

Looking, to invite guests to their future meetings to offer their expertise.

3. Councilwoman Rodeffer started her report by introducing a couple in the audience who are opening a
new business in town. Riki Shah and Sabrina Pusatera will be opening a Golf Simulator Business at 459
Bloomfield Avenue. There will be 4 bays and the floors will actually move to simulate real golf.

-BOE Report

a. There is a referendum on the ballot for Marck 11, 2025. The Caldwell/West
Caldwell Website has more information. CWCBOE.org.
b. There are 12 pages of facts to educate voters in making a decision.

-West Essex Ministerial Association

a.

Anakaren took members on a tour of 14 Park Avenue and stayed with everyone
during sharing time. Attendees from all different faiths were present for the
event.

4, Councilwoman Buechner- Health and Human Services and Grover Cleveland Birthplace
-Health and Human Services

a. Informative Newsletters are available on the Health Department Website

b. Caldwell residents are eligible for any services provided by the Bloomfield
Board of Health.

c. February is National Heart Month.

d. A Blood Pressure Screening is scheduled for February 20%

e. Pizza and Bingo is scheduled for the third Thursday of the month.

-Grover Cleveland Birthplace

a.

The Grand Opening of the Carriage House will be postponed until the
renovations are completed, hopefully in September 2025,
March 22™ is Grover Cleveland’s Birthday

5. Councilwoman Hunkele- Communications Report
s The first quarterly newsletter is on the Borough Website. The newsletter provides
updates on projects in town as well as an explanation of affordable housing
requirements and scheduled events.
REPORT OF THEMAYOR | - Mayor jones |
Mayor Jones reported:

A check was presented to Jake Pohlman and Mike DeCarlo today for $50,000 for a
CDBG Grant for improvements to Chestnut Street, including milling, paving and drainage.



e  The Mayor recognized the Caldwell DPW for their hard work over the last two storms.
e The Mayor noted for the public that our Police Director has been present for the last few meetings
to address any residents concerns.

REPORT OF BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR Alex Palumbo |

Mr. Palumbo reported:
¢ The Mobile Division of Motor Vehicle Unit will be in Caldwell until February 7%
at the Caldwell Firechouse, 30 Roseland Avenue.
e  The Borough will be receiving bids for the renovations to 80 Bloomfield Avenue on February 19%,

REPORT OF THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY Craig Bossong |

Mr. Bossong reported that after the passing of the resolution from the last meeting, an action has been filed for
the Borough of Caldwell’'s COAH. The Borough of Caldwell is in complete compliance and is protected from
Builder’s Remedy Lawsuits.

A motion was made by Councilman Brown to open the second public portion of the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Jurgensen.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ann Marchioni, 85 Brookside Avenue and Co-Chair of the Caldwell Environmental Commission stated
that she was able to attend the public hearing on the turf field proposal. An email address has been established
for Caldwell residents to submit comments regarding the proposal of installing a turf field at Grover Cleveland
Middle School. She expressed her concern that residents were not notified with enough time to react to the
proposal. The Environmental Commission is opposed to installing a turf field for the PFAs and the fact that
artificial turf traps heat, which can cause dehydration, burns and blisters. Professional sports teams require
grass fields for athletes. Any comments for or against the turf field can be sent to the Director of the Green

Acres Program through the NJDEP for Essex County: Kelly.Christopher@DEP.NLGoy .

Please see Exhibit B attached for additional comments.

Timothy Waca, 174 Westiville Avenue thanked Councilman Jurgensen for his comments. He has had the
experience of playing on turf fields and once received a burn that took months to heal due to infection. He
expressed his opinion that children in town deserve green spaces. He asked the Governing Body to urge West
Caldwell to reconsider the proposal.

Councilwoman Buechner made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman
Jurgensen. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Closed Session |

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of NJ.S.A. 10:12 and 13, the public shall be excluded from
the Executive Session of tire Governing Body which is being held for the discussion of the following subject matter: 1.
Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation; This Executive Session shall continue for an indefinite
period of time and upon termination of the Executive Session, the Governing Body may choose to resume the public
portion of the meeting. The discussion, which shall be conducted in closed session, shall be disclosed upon termination
of litigation or contractual matter, upon resolution of the personnel matter with consent of said person or persons
and as provided by N.J.5.A. 4-12 but in no case later than two (2) years from this date. These minutes shall be available
as soon as the matter is resolved or not later than two years hence.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM WHICH THE PUBLIC 1S

2565 EXCLUDED For the Meeting of February 4, 2025

Councilwoman Buechner made a motion for the Governing body to enter into Executive Session, seconded by
Councilman Jurgensen. The Mayor and Council moved in to Executive Session at 7:50PM.

At 8:44 PM, Councilman Brown made a motion to close Executive Session, seconded by Councilman jurgensen.

ADJOURNMENT &

There being no additional business to be conducted, a motion to adjourn the public meeting was made by
Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon voice vote, all members present voted in
the affirmative.

The meeting adjourned at 7;1,“
Prepared by: W i M’ ‘%é / ?, 2@ 28/ -
S ! 7

Kim Conlon, ﬁgrough Deputy Clerk DATE




Proposed Artificial Turf Project at Grover Cleveland Middle School

February 4, 2025

Two weeks ago, when I learned that an artificial turf field was being planned for Grover Cleveland
Middle School. My initial reaction was, "Great ideal"

I understand the challenges of maintaining natural grass fields—they wear out, become muddy, and lead
to game cancellations. I also recognize the increasing demand for field space, the rise in girls' sports
participation, and the reality that today’s children have fewer opportunities for unstructured outdoor
play. Additionally, Caldwell and West Caldwell have long been proud sports communities, and I was
actively involved in that culture when my own children grew up here 20 years ago.

However, after spending hours researching this project over the past week, my perspective has changed.
And I’d like to express my concermns regarding this $5 million project.

Project Overview

= This project has been proposed by the West Caldwell Town Council. It would be funded by a $2.5
million grant from NJ Green Acres—which has yet to be approved—and a $2.5 million match from
West Caldwell and it appears Caldwell residents would NOT bear ANY tax lability for the initial
installation.

= And even though the field is physically located in Caldwell, it’s owned by the Caldwell-West
Caldwell Board of Education. This means that West Caldwell can propose and fund this project
without direct input from this council.

My concerns about this project are related to health, environment, future costs &
potential liability for Caldwell and here’s why:

= My research indicates that ALL artificial turf contains PFAS in its fibers. PFAS, also known as
"forever chemicals,” have been linked to serious health risks, including cancer.

. PFAS will probably be released into the air and waste water during the manufacturing process.

= Colliers Engineering was hired to conduct an Environmental Impact Study for this project, but their
report didn’t appear to mention the presence of PFAS in the turf fibers. I think it should have.

- The EPA is still studying whether PFAS leach from artificial turf after installation. BUT other
research has shown elevated PFAS levels in soil at and near artificial turf installations.

« As artificial turf ages, the tips of its fibers.... which contain PFAS.... “shed” and break off into tiny
microplastics. Microplastics get into the food chain and recent studies indicate that the average
person is consuming about 1 credit card's worth of microplastics annually.

« Currently there are no artificial turf recycling facilities in the United States.



- And the turf proposed will use cryogenic rubber pellets for infill. The pellets are made from
pulverized used tires and studies indicate this material also releases harmful carcinogenic chemicals
over time. Now FieldTurf does offer more environmentally friendly infill options, but they probably
do come at a higher cost.

There are also Regulatory Warnings & Pending Legislation
« The EPA and NJDEP have both issued directives regarding the health hazards of PFAS.

» New Jersey has already imposed stricter PFAS limits on domestic water systems. Essex Fells recently
completed the 1st of a 3-phase $9.5M project to install carbon filters to remove PFAS from the water

supply serving Caldwell.

. Pending NJ legislation (S-3783), IF passed, would ban new artificial turf installations and require
worn-out turf fields to be replaced with real grass.

- 3 states have already banned artificial turf installations.

« Another pending NJ bill (S-1421) IF passed, would ban PFAS from cosmetics, cookware, food
packaging, apparel, and firefighting products, signaling increasing recognition of the danger of PFAS.

And here are my thoughts about Potential Future Costs for Caldwell

- [If artificial turf is installed.... and S-3783 passes....... the turf will need to be removed in 8-20 years
when it wears out, along with six inches of aggregate and asphalt beneath it. Truckloads of topsoil
would be needed to replace this material and then natural grass would have to be re-installed. Would
Caldwell residents be expected to cover a proportional share of these future expenses through school
taxes?

- Would the artificial turf be classified as toxic waste? If so, would Caldwell residents bear part of the
cost for its proper disposal?

- Would soil on adjacent properties be contaminated with PFAS and require remediation? If so, would
Caldwell taxpayers be proportionally responsible for these cost too?

Balancing the Need for Fields with OTHER OPTIONS

Given what I have learned about artificial turf—its health risks, environmental impact, potential
liabilities, and long-term costs—moving forward with this installation is just not making common sense
to me. And just because artificial turf already exists in our communities doesn’t mean we HAVE TO
contmue mvesting in it, especially as evidence of its risks continues to emerge.

A week ago, I and others voiced our concerns at a hearing hosted by the West Caldwell Town Council. 1
plan to raise my concerns again on February 24th at the next Caldwell-West Caldwell Board of
Education meeting.

Thank you.



The Caldwell Environmental Commission is opposed to the turf field at the
Grover Cleveland Middle School for the following reasons

1. Artificial turf is found to contain high levels of lead, arsenic, cadmium,
chromium, mercury and several dangerous hydrocarbons, with potential

toxicity to children and athletes.

2. Older students have been shown to have a connection to non-

Hodkins lymphoma and blood cancers - the commonality was years of
playing on artificial turf.

3. PFOA have been found in the turf - they are associated with cancer as well
as growth, learning and behavior problems in children. Middle school
children are still maturing.

4, PFOA leeches into the water supply from artificial turf. Caldwell's

Water supplier - Essex Fells Water Company - has just recently spent 9.5
million on carbon filters to remove PFOAs from the drinking water -
artesian wells. West Caldwell does not receive their water from this
company.

5. Our summers in this area have become hotter. The artificial turf traps
heat causing possible blisters, dehydration and heat stroke.

6. NFL players advocate for natural grass on their playing fields.

7. FIFA World Soccer Cup requires a grass playing field.

8. This quote is from “Beyond Pesticides. -” Beyond surface cleaning, the
artificial turf should be sanitized weekly or monthly to protect the players’ and
coaches’ health. This disinfection requires special solvents, cleansers, and
anti-microbial products to remove invisible particles and bacterial growth. You
should strive to sanitize the field after every game and throughout the school
day if it's used for physical education classes.

9. Senator Raj Mukherji of Hudson County sponsored an anti-turf bill . This
was introduced in October to the NJ State Legislature.

10. The artificial turf cannot be recycled - it goes to landfills or is burned.

The residents of Caldwell did not have an opportunity to vote on this. And
they were informed less than a week ago of this activity. They should be

allowed to have a vote.

Send your comments to kelly.christopher@dep.nj.gov



