BOROUGH OF CALDWELL
COUNCIL CONFERENCE/BUSINESS MEETING
Regular Meeting- February 18, 2025

The Council Business Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Caldwell was called to order at the
gymnasium of St. Aloysius Church, 219 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, NJ at 7:00 pm.

PRESENT: Councilman Jurgensen, Council President Daniolowicz, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman
Rodeffer, Councilwoman Buechner and Mayor Jones.

ABSENT: Councilwoman Hunkele

ALSO PRESENT: Municipal Clerk, Brittany Heun, Borough Administrator, Alex Palumbo, and Borough Attorney,
Craig Bossong.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:

Adequate notice of this Council Business/Conference Organizational Meeting was given on January 14, 2025. Notice
was posted in Borough Hall, 24 Smull Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey. Official newspapers of the Borough were
notified of this meeting by mail. Notice was posted and all persons requesting notice were sent the same.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Moment of Silence:

Mayor Jones asked for a moment of silence to remember Ms. Hilda Moore. Ms. Moore was a long-time member of
the Caldwell Community who passed away recently. She will be missed by many people in this community, including
our Mayor and Council. Qur thoughts and prayers are with the Moore family at this time.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES |
February 4, 2025 Council Meeting and Executive Session

A motion to approve the February 4, 2025 Council meeting minutes, as well as the executive session minutes, was
made by Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilman Jurgensen. Upon a voice vote, all members voted in
the affirmative, The February 4,2025 Council meeting minutes and executive session meeting minutes were approved
2/18/2025.

| PRESENTATION 1

[ REPORT OF COUNTY LIAISON Patricia Keenan ]
Patricia Keenan Reported:
e County Events:
o Senior Writing Contest
= Ages 60+
= Deadline April 16, 2025
o Deer Management Program at Hilltop through February
o Code Blue has been ¢xtended through at least tomorrow
= Nj211 for warming center and shelter information
s  Health Dept.
o Vaccines and health screening through the mobile clinic
o Time and services depending on location
o Website: essexcountynjvaccination.org
Mayor Jones thanked Essex County for the grant money that was received 2 weeks ago.

Patricia reminded everyone that the State of the County Address will be on March 6, 2025 at the Hospital Center.
Patricia offered to give tours of the Hospital Center to all who would like one.

| PUBLIC COMMENTS
Members of the public are invited to comment at this time on items listed on the agenda.

No Public Comments

| INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES |

| ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING |

| RESOLUTIONS - CONSENT AGENDA |

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by o single motion. There will be no
separate discussion of these items unless members of the Council request specific items to be removed for separate action.




AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO SUBMIT THE ANNUAL RECYCLING
2-66 TONNAGE REPORT TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF CANVASSER AND/OR SOLICITOR PERMIT. APPLICANT AND
2.67 APPLICATION HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE APPROPRIATE MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS-

Lucas Anastasis, SOLICITING ON BEHALF OF STAS Resolutions, 363 US Rt. 46, Ste. 400,
Fairfield, NJ 07004.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX

268 OFFICE
o RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX
OFFICE

2-70 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING 2025 SALARY ADJUSTMENTS FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES

RESQOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DISBURSEMENT OF CALDWELL CANNONS SPCIAL
2-71 OLYMPIC TRUST FUND MONEY TO THE BERGEN PENGUINS SC, AND THE NEW CANNONS
SWIM TEAM

2.72 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF THE BILLS AND THE ISSUANCE OF CHECKS FOR THE PERIOD
OF 02/02/2025 THROUGH 02/14/2025 IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,784,273.11

AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO T & M ASSOCIATES
2-73 FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREPARING A REDEVELOPMENT STUDY AND PRELIMINARY
INVESTIGATION REPORT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,800

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FROM THE BOROUGH OF CALDWELL COUNCIL AUTHORIZING
2-74 THE PARTICIPATION IN THE 2024 SUSTAINABLE JERSEY - PSE&G ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL DECARLO AS THE DIRECTOR

e OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Buechner.
Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. The consent agenda was approved on 2/18/2025.

[NEW BUSINESS
j COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS Borough Council Members
1. Council President Daniclowicz:
a. Library
i. Encouraged everyone to stop by the library
ii. Take a look at the website for all upcoming events
jii. February 21% there will be a “First Ladies of the White House” Event

b. DPW
i. Thanked the DPW for their work during the last 2 storms. The managed to do it all, even with

a couple of broken machinery.

2. Councilwoman Buechner
a. Senior Center
i. Pizza & Bingo this Thursday at 1pm
ii. St. Patrick’s Day luncheon at 1pm. Register with Anakaren.
iii. Blood Pressure screenings this Thursday, 12:30-1:30pm
iv. Food Pantry is open 1i-lon Wednesday and 4-6 on Thursdays
b. Board of Health
i. Rabies Clinic — 46 Diogs and 4 Cats came to the clinic
ii. Encouraged everyone to take a look at the website for newsletters and events.
iii. Senior Bus has a destination every Wednesday. Next Monday it will be Target
c.  Women’s Community Impact Award
i. Seeking nominations
ii. Ifpeople were nominated in the past but did not get the award, they can always be renominated
iii. Deadline is March 39
iv. Present at second March meeting
Mayaor Jones said that he is looking forward to playing the Bagpipes for the St. Patricks Day luncheon!

3. Councilwoman Rodeffer
a. Board of Education
i. Referendum vote is March 11%
ii. A lot of information on the referendum has been circulated by the BOE
b. Caldwell University
i. Has been meeting with Beth, the President’s Secretary



ii. 2/28 the Annual Socia}l Justice Symposium “Be the Change”. Alicia Reed is the keynote speaker
1. 3 sets of breakout groups
2. Registration is on the College Website
3. $20 Registration Fee

REPORT OF THE MAYOR Mayor Jones |

Mayor Jones reported:
e Resolution 2-75 authorized the appointment of Mike DeCarlo as out Director of Community

Engagement. Mike has been with us for about a year and a half, and has been a great addition to the
staff. This new role will be helpful, especially for the redevelopment work.
Pot Hole Hotline is still active. Call 973-403-6728 to report the pot hole to DPW.
Reiterated what Council President Daniolowicz said. DPW is doing a great job handling the recent
storms.

e Would like to address the parking lots next year.

REPORT OF BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR Alex Palumbo |

Mr. Palumbo reported:
e while plowing the last storm, the front-end loader was damaged. It is in the process of being repaired,
should be back in order next week
Bid opening for 80- Bloomfield renovation is tomorrow
Began installing manhole inserts of the sanitary sewer manholes. In rainfall events, it prevents
rainfall going into sanitary sewer system
¢  Wrapping up the 2025 budget and hope to introduce that soon with a presentation from our CFO
Chris Battaglia
© Mayor Jones asked if the Roseland Avenue parking lot has the sewer covers?
o Mr. Palumbo said that some were covered by silk, but were clogged so we removed them
o Mayor Jones asked if we can we look into the pole at the corner and put a light on the pole,
on Roseland Ave facing the parking lot. Not well lit
o Alex: yes, we can look into that.
s Councilwoman Buechner asked if we have numbers as to how many people utilized the DMV mobile
unit?
o Mr. Palumbo said he does not have those number yet, but once he has them, he will send
them to the Council.

| REPORT OF THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY Crafg Bossong |
No Report

| PUBLIC COMMENTS |
Jonathan Sagalow - 13 Chestnut Street- appreciate the efforts to correct the stormwater issues at the
end of my street, as I have experienced flooding in the 1 year I have lived there
s  Mr. Palumbo said that the Borough will be resurfacing and taking care of the drainage system at the
bottom of the street. May be minor regrading if needed

Mr. Sagalow asked about a timeframe.
Pr. Palumbo said that we will have to do an RFP for design, so fall or spring next year

Ann Marchioni: 85 Brookside Ave: caldwell environmental commission appreciate this council
supporting the PSEG energy efficient year. 55th anniversary of earth day this year

Ryan San George: 31 Erwin Place: Thanked Mayor Jones and the Governing Body to reorient the town
in a fiscal perspective. Question about Ordinance in Caldwell. Many homeowners have had problems
with renovating homes in the area. A local contract warned me about a developer’s fees that has been
applied by Caldwell and only Caldwell, that has been charged to homeowners doing renovation
projects. In 2021 the prior governing body adopted an ordinance called chapter 81 - development fees
define develaper as “legal owner of a lot” Fee= money. Paid by developer to improve the property”. 1
am just a resident trying to make improvement on my home. Within the borough of caldwell all
residential developers shall pay a fee of 1.5 % of equal assessed value. No exceptions for single family
home owners who live in their homes who just want to make renovations. Significant renovations to
your own home, you can be hit by this 1.5%, on top of all the standard construction fees, and taxes
which will go up due to the renovations. Sure enough, this is a Borough specific ordinance, not a state.
W. Caldwell 18A, 14.5. Exceptions for expansion of existing dwelling unit and changes to single family
existing properties. I know this can be done, and can be fixed. | want to know if this is something that
you are all aware of? Are you okay with this? Can something be done to correct this? This can be in
excess of $10,000 for some people. I could seriously get hit by this fee for simple renovations to my
home
e  Mr. Bossong said that it was passed by the state back in 2008-2010 when the first round of COAH
went through. It is a state wide legislation that allows towns to implement it. Major construction like
50% renovations, but small renovations will not apply. Residential and non-residential component.
Build up funds for redevelopment trust funds, to provide for grant funding, incentives to build
affordable housing, etc. Why it took Caldwell until 2021 to start collecting, | do not know. It is
something that we started looking into in 2023 when we started looking at affordable housing. Your



staff had no idea how they were supposed to calculate and collect the fees. Most towns have the trust
fund with $50-$100,000 in it, and Caldwell had $0. Caldwell would have had no money to address
any issues if they arose. State wide almost all towns have non-residential or residential development
fees Ordinances.

e Mayor Jones said this gentleman mentioned that West Caldwell and Caldwell’s have differing
language, so can we take a look a t that and see if there is anything that can be tweaked. All of
Western Essex.

o Mr. Bossong said that we can pull the ordinances of Western Essex, and see if there is
anything we can do to correct.
Mr. San George thanked the Council. I believe this is a mistake that can be fixed by this governing
body. I would point you to West Caldwell specifically and their language used regarding residential
fees.

| EXECUTIVE SESSION Closed Session_|

| ADJOURNMENT |

There being no additional business to be conducted, a motion to adjourn the public meeting was made by
Councilwoman Buechner and seconded by Councilman Jurgensen. Upon voice vote, all members present voted
in the affirmative.

The meeting adjourned at 7:38pm.

Prepared by: % ad /j) 6/6/9035

Brittany Heun, Borough Clet DATE




