
MEETING MINUTES  

BOROUGH OF CALDWELL  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

January 23, 2025  
Reorganization Meeting  

7:00 PM  

Roll Call: Marc Guiliano, Jr., Marc Giuliano Sr., Steve Zisk, Frank Galante, Melissa 
Silverthorne, and Councilman Ken Jurgensen  

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: Adequate notice of the Caldwell Historic Preservation 
Commission meetings was given in The Progress on January 15, 2025 and are on the Borough of 
Caldwell website. All persons requesting notice were sent the same.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
The Commission has not met since 2020. There are no Minutes for approval at this time.  

AGENDA:  
1. Elect a Chairman  

● Frank Galante was nominated for Chairman  
 Motioned by: Marc Guliano Sr.  

Seconded by: Melissa Silverthorne  
● Frank Galante was sworn in as the Chairman for the Historic Preservation Commission 

at 7:15 PM.  

2. Elect a Vice Chairman  
● It was decided to hold off on selecting the Vice Chairman until all members of the 

committee were present.  

3. Selecting a Secretary  
● Melissa Silverthorne was selected for Secretary.  

4. Finalize the Meeting Schedule for 2025  
● It was suggested to move the meeting from the fourth Thursday of the month to the 

second or fourth Tuesday of the month to avoid conflicts in schedule.   
● Councilman Jurgensen will be looking into the availability of a meeting location for the 

suggested dates.  

5. Caldwell University Intern  
● Caldwell University reached out to Council President Danielowicz and Councilwoman 

Rodeffer to place an intern with our Commission. On 1/23/25 Councilman Jurgensen 



followed up with the Council members and asked for the Caldwell University contact to 
begin the process of interviewing for the open position for Alternate #1. This would be a 
2 year term.  

6. Ordinance Chapter 130  
● Steve Zisk will be researching Ordinance Chapter 130 and presenting his findings at the 

next meeting.  

7. Caldwell Public Library  
● FEMA money is available for restoration of the Caldwell Public Library. ● How should 
the building be used after it is restored and interior alterations are made? Some ideas that 
were suggested were to use the space as a library annex, an open community space in 
combination with a Caldwell Historical Preservation building that would display the rich 
history of the Caldwell area with a variety of historic photographs, postcards, etc. from Gene 
Collard and Dick Gibbs.  
● The Commission needs to look into the process of remaking the 1917 Caldwell Public 

Library a Local Historic Landmark again.   
● If the library is made a Local Historic Landmark again then the Borough may be able to 

apply for a Grant to help with the restoration and maintenance of the building.  
Application needs to be completed by 4/1/2025.  

● If the library becomes a Local Historic Landmark then we might consider trying to list the 
library in the National Park Service Register of Historic Places. The National Register of 
Historic Places is the official list of the Nation’s historic places worthy of preservation.  It 
is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to 
identify, evaluate, and protect America’s Historic and archeological resources.  

8. 1986 list of all 185 Historic Structures in Caldwell.   
● This word document (47 pages) is too large to share electronically. Councilman 

Jurgenson is going to try to find a way to share the information with the Committee.   

9. United States Semiquincentennial  
● July 4, 2026  
● Possible collaboration with Grover Cleveland Birth Place and the Caldwell/West 

Caldwell Recreation Department.  

10. 1914 Caldwell Theatre  
● Possible meeting with Bob Silver, founder and CEO of Bravitas to speak about this 

building. Bravitas projects in Caldwell include: The Wilson, 307 Bloomfield Ave and 
Grover House, 333 Bloomfield Ave.  

11. New Business:  
● No new business  

ADJOURNMENT  
Motioned by: Councilman Jurgensen  
Seconded by: Mr. Marc Giuliano  
All in favor in the affirmative.  
Meeting ended at 8:46 PM 


