MINUTES OF THE CALDWELL RENT REVIEW BOARD
REORGANIZATION MEETING
January 22, 2025

A meeting of the Borough of Caldwell Rent Review Board was held at the Irene Gibbons Health and
Senior Services Building, located at 14 Park Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey, at 7:03 PM on January 22,
2025.

OATH OF OFFICE:
The Oath of Office was administered by Mr. Chiaia to: John Irwin
Francis Busby

Councilman Jurgensen (Council Liaison)

PRESENT: Mr. Kostecka, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Busby, Mr. Galante and Councilman Jurgensen. Mr. Chiaia, Board
Attorney, was also present.

ABSENT: Ms. Evans.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Mr. Kostecka made a motion to nominate Mr. Galante as Chairperson for the Board, seconded by Mr.
Irwin. Upon a roll call vote, all attending members voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Kostecka made a motion to nominate Ms. Evans as Vice Chairperson for the Board, seconded by Mr.
Galante. Upon a roll call vote, all attending members voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Kostecka made a motion to nominate Brittany Heun and Kim Conlon as Secretaries for the Board,
seconded by Mr. Irwin. Upon a roll call vote, all attending members voted in the affirmative.

APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSIONALS:

Mr. Kostecka made a motion to appoint Mr. John Chiaia, Esq. as Board Attorney. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Irwin. Upon a roll call vote, all attending members voted in the affirmative.
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APPROVAL OF MEETING DATES FOR THE 2025 CALENDAR YEAR

Mr. Kostecka made a motion to approve the Rent Review Board Meeting Dates for the 2025 Calendar
Year. The motion was seconded by Mr. Irwin. Upon a roll call vote, all attending members voted in the
affirmative. The following meeting dates were approved for 2025:

Wednesday, January 22, 2025 (Reorganization Meeting)
Wednesday, February 19, 2025
Wednesday, March 19, 2025
Wednesday, April 16, 2025
Wednesday, May 21, 2025
Wednesday, June 18, 2025
Wednesday, July 16, 2025
Wednesday, August 20, 2025
Wednesday, September 17, 2025
Wednesday, October 22, 2025
Wednesday, November 19, 2025

Wednesday, December 17, 2025

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes from September 25, 2024 were accepted and approved by the Board.

OLD BUSINESS:
Galiano, 550 Bloomfield Avenue
550 Bloomfield Avenue, Apt 21

Carried from the August 21, 2024, September 25, 2024, October 16, 2024, November 20, 2024 and
December 18, 2024 Meetings.

Mr. Galiano was not in attendance and therefore, was not going to be making any additional comments.
Mr. Galante asked if the Board Members had any additional information or comments.

Mr. Kostecka asked Ms. Lepore, the Attorney for the Property Owner, if she had any additional
information she wanted to present.

Ms. Lepore responded that the Landlord would like to ask for the complaint to be dismissed and to
validate that the property is exempted from the Borough of Caldwell’s Rent Control Ordinance.
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Mr. Galante stated that there is no further information for Mr. Galiano’s complaint that can be remedied
by the Caldwell Rent Review Board.

Mr. Chiaia recapped for the Board Members that this meeting was scheduled because Mr. Galiano had
asked for additional time at the last meeting. Mr. Galiano had admitted in his testimony at the last
meeting that his rent was not improperly increased and that it was raised in accordance with the Rent
Control Ordinance. Mr. Galiano had no maintenance or repair issues to bring before the Board because
those issues were being addressed in Superior Court. Mr. Galiano had requested additional time
because he wanted to establish if his landlord qualified for an exemption from rent control. There had
been a few adjournments of meetings, requested by the Board and also by the Complainant. In Mr.
Galiano’s absence, Mr. Chiaia advised the Board that it would be appropriate to entertain a motion
regarding this case.

Mr. Galante made a motion to deny any claims and dismiss Mr. Galiano’s complaint. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Kostecka.

Upon a roll call, the votes were as follows:

Mr. Kostecka yes
Mr. Irwin yes
Mr. Busby yes
Mr. Galante yes (4 -=0-0) Complaint Dismissed

OPEN TO PUBLIC:
There were no public comments or questions.
Mr. Galante made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Kostecka.

The meeting adjourned at 7:16 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Conlon

Rent Board Secretary



