MINUTES OF THE CALDWELL RENT REVIEW BOARD

March 19, 2025

A meeting of the Borough of Caldwell Rent Review Board was held at the Irene Gibbons Health and
Senior Services Building, located at 14 Park Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey, at 7:00PM on January 22,
2025.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Mr. Kostecka, Ms. Evans, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Busby, Mr. Galante and Councilman Jurgensen. Mr.
Chiaia, Board Attorney, was also present.

ABSENT:

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes from February 19, 2025 minutes were accepted and approved by the Board.

NEW BUSINESS:
Legow Management Inquiry by Dana Preziosi and David Legow
Borough Ordinance Chapter 182 Rent Control

Section 182-3 Applicability to vacant housing space units.

A.

Section 182-2 shall apply to any vacant housing space unit which is rented by a tenant who immediately
prior thereto rented any other housing space unit in the same dwelling, except that the permissible
increase in rent which such tenant may be required to pay shall not exceed 10% greater than the amount
to which the landlord would otherwise be entitled, rather than 25% as set forth in Section 182-3.

Mr. Legow and Ms. Preziosi presented their concerns on the percentage allowed for transfer of units. In
both of the buildings owned by Mr. Legow, there are tenants who wish to move to different units within
the same building. One is a like-for-like unit transfer, and the other is a transfer from a 1-bedroom to a 2-
bedroom unit. Their concerns are that owners are put at a disadvantage with the ordinance as written.
The board, board attorney, and Mr. Legow and Ms. Preziosi had a lot of discussion on the best ways to go
about this issue and potential solutions.



The Board had decided on that there are 3 potential solutions to the problem, that they would like to
review and discuss at the next meeting. Those options are as follows:

1. Eliminate or amend Chapter 182-2A
2. Allow for rent decontrol for transfers when the landlord spends a certain percentage on unit
turnover/upgrades.

Caldwell Website Discussion

e Minutes and Agendas for Rent Review Board Meetings prior to 2020.

e Minutes and Agendas for Rent Review Board Meetings from 2021 to current and where they can
be found on the website.

e 2025 Rent Review Board Roster

Councilman Jurgensen presented some inconsistencies with the website, that was pointed out to him by
a tenant. The board asked the Brittany Heun to explain how to find certain items on the website, and
asked that some adjustments be made to the Rent Board page of the website.

Channel 35 Television Discussion

Councilman Jurgensen asked if the meeting recordings are available online and where they can be found.
Brittany Heun and Bryan George, the AV who records the meetings, explained the process of posting the
recordings to the website. They also assured the Board that meeting recording would be made available

to the public after the meetings.

OPEN TO PUBLIC:

There were no public comments or questions.

Mr. Kostecka made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Irwin.

The meeting adjourned at 8:42 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Brittany Heun

Rent Board Secretary



