BOROUGH OF CALDWELL
COUNCIL CONFERENCE/BUSINESS MEETING
Regular Meeting- May 19, 2026

The Council Business Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Caldwell was called to order at the Saint
Aloysius Church Gymnasium, 219 Bloomfield, Caldwell, N] at 7:00 pm.

PRESENT: Mayor Jones, Councilman Jurgensen, Councilwoman Hunkele, Council President
Buechner, Councilman Danioclowicz, Councilman Brown, and Councilwoman Rodeffer.

ABSENT:

ALSO PRESENT: Municipal Clerk, Brittany Heun, Borough Administrator, Alex Palumbo and Borough
Attorney, Craig Bossong

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE:

Adequate notice of this Council Business/Conference Organizational Meeting was given on January 15, 2026.
Notice was posted in Borough Hall, 24 Smull Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey. Official newspapers of the Borough
were notified of this meeting by mail. Notice was posted and all persons requesting notice were sent the same.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Prayer/Reflection
- Mayor Jones reflected on Peace Officer’s Memorial Day which was on May 15™.

| APPROVAL OF MINUTES _ i
May 5, 2026 - Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion to approve the meeting minutes listed above, was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by
Councilman Daniolowicz. Upon a roll call vote, all members present voted in the affirmative, with the
exception of Councilwoman Rodeffer, who abstained from the vote. The minutes from the May 5, 2026
Council Meeting were approved May 19, 2026.

| PRESENTATION | )

| REPORT OF COUNTY LIAISON Patricia Keenan_|
Ms. Keenan was absent, and no report was given

[ REPORT OF BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR ' Alex Palumbo |

Rain Garden Project will be up and running once this resolution is awarded
Going out to bid this week for the Fire House Expansion project
Award of the contract for the 01d Library Building is on this agenda
Updates on 80 Bloomfield Ave:
o Generator work will be tested in the next week
©  CO can be issued after that is completed
e« Chestnut Street
© Finalizing the design details
o At the last meeting a resolution was passed for the purchase of the equipment needed
e Metwith residents on Ella Road regarding the upcoming road work
o We will be making some changes to the design
o Project should be starting in the coming weeks
e Mot with the residents of Florence Place regarding the upcoming road work. The project should be
starting in the coming weeks.
« We are looking to mill and pave the Kaplan Lot (behind Jack’s Foodtown) this summer.

| PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the public are invited to comment at this time on items listed on the agenda.
Johnathan Sagalow, 13 Chestnut Street; Resolution 5-147 has the incorrect RFP date.
Mr. Bossong said that is a clerical error that can be corrected without holding up the vote.
Mr. Sagalow: Asked for clarification regarding the funding of the project.
Councilman Brown explained the that the funding comes both from FEMA grant money and from Insurance
Claim money. Some funds were used for the move to the new Library, but others are only to be used for the
building itself.

Ricardo Alcorta, 32 Park Avenue; as the Borough if they have looked into alternative uses for the
building and for the insurance morney.

Councilwoman Hunkele explained that some of the money is dedicated to the building itself and cannot be
used for any other purpose. Discussion between the Council ensued regarding the funding and what some of
the money has been used for already.

Mr. Alcorta voiced concern over the liability that this building will be for the Borough.

Mr. Palumbo stated that this building will be an asset to the Borough, not a liability.



Mr. Alcorta suggested looking into leasing or selling the building

Councilwoman Hunkele explained that it is a historical building for the Borough. Selling the building or even
leasing it would not be a good idea.

Mr. Alcorta brought up concerns that there is still no plans for a permanent home for the Police
Department and that we keep paying for the trailers.

Mr. Palumbo and Councilman Daniolowicz explained that this building and the Police Department are not
related. If the Borough were to lease the building, they would have less control over how the space is used
and preserved.

Jonathan Sagalow, 13 Chestnut Street; suggested fixing the facade and selling it as is. It is not the most
beautiful building in town. The trailers are a huge cost to the town, with the Police still being in
trailers. The sale of the building could fund a new Police Department Building.

Councilman Daniolowicz explained that by moving the Library and Municipal Offices to 80 Bloomfield Ave, we
will be removing 2/3 trailers therefore reducing those costs. We will also be re-opening much of the parking
in the Smull Ave lot. Whatever the Community Center ends up being, we will need parking for it. The sub
committee has discussed much of the issues being brought up today. We feel that this is something that we
are giving back to the community, at no cost to the taxpayers.

Council President Buechner added that 4 years ago, this room was full of people who argued to keep the
Library Building standing, just the way it is. Itis a focal point of our town.

Mr. Palumbo added that selling a town asset is never a good thing to do. The grant will be used to improve the
building and bring it back to life.

‘ INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES ‘

| SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES |

ORDINANCE NO. 1496-26 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING FEE RATES FOR THE

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION

A motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance 1496-26 was made by Councilwoman Hunkele
and seconded by Council President Buechner. Upon a voice vote, all members present voted in the
affirmative. The public hearing on Ordinance 1496-26 was officially opened to the public.

There being no public comments, a motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance 1496-26 was
made by Councilman Daniolowicz and seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon a veice vote, all
members present voted in the affirmative. The public hearing was hereby closed.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 1496-26 was made by Councilman Daniolowicz and seconded by
Councilman Brown. Upon a roll call vote, all members present voted in the affirmative. Ordinance
1496-26 was adopted on May 19, 2026.

ORDINANCE NO. 1497-26 AN ORDINANCE TO FIX SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF CALDWELL
FOR THE YEAR 2026

A motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance 1497-26 was made by Councilman Brown and
seconded by Council President Buechner. Upon a voice vote, all members present voted in the
affirmative. The public hearing on Ordinance 1497-26 was officially opened to the public.

There being no public comments, a motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance 1497-26 was
made by Councilman Daniolowicz and seconded by Councilman Brown. Upon a voice vote, all
members present voted in the affirmative. The public hearing was hereby closed.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 1497-26 was made by Councilwoman Hunkele and seconded by
Council Presidert Buechner, Upon a roll call vote, all members present voted in the affirmative.
Ordinance 1497-26 was adopted on May 19, 2026.

RESOLUTIONS - CONSENT AGENDA

Al items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and will be acted upon by a single motion. There will be no
separate discussion of these items unless members of the Covuncil request specific items to be removed for separate action.

5-136 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF CALDWELL AUTHORIZING THE
5-137 SALE OF SURPLUS PERSONAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE
AUCTION WEBSITE
AUTHORIZE TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND ISSUE ESTIMATED TAX BILLS FOR 3RD QUARTER
5-138
2026 TAXES
5-139 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE MEMBER AND AN ALTERNATE FOR
THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FOR THE YEAR 2026




5-140

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW GARBAGE TRUCK FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WORKS, UTILIZING TWO STATE APPROVED CO-OPS FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED $272,323.22

5-141

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT WITH ROBERT W.
WOGISCH LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR, INC. FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THREE RAIN GARDENS, IN
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $37,600

5-142

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF A PROBATIONARY FIREFIGHTER OF THE
CALDWELL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

5-143

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUING OF STIPENDS TO CERTAIN NON-UNION FULL TIME
SALARIED EMPLOYEES

5-144

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMPLOYMENT OF CAROLINE PIENCIAK THROUGH THE CALDWELL
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

5-145

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF THE BILLS AND THE ISSUANCE OF CHECKS FOR THE PERIOD OF
5/02/2026 THROUGH 5/15/2026 IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,047,309.63

5-146

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT WITH ONE WATER
CONSULTING, LLC TO ELVALUATE THE EFFLUENT FILTER FOR AT THE WASTE WATER
TREATMENT PLANT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $28,800

5-147

AUTHORIZING AN AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR THE CALDWELL CIVIC CENTER PROJECT TO H&S
CONSTRUCTION, INC 721 BAYWAY AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NJ 07201 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED

$2,190,000

A motion to pull 5-147 for separate consideration was made by Councilman Jurgensen and seconded
by Counciiman Brown. Upon a roll call vote, all members present voted in the affirmative.

A motion to approve the amended consent agenda was made by Councilwoman Hunkele and seconded
by Council President Buechner. Upon aroll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. Upon a roll
call vote, all members voted in the affirmative. The amended consent agenda was approved May 19,

2026.

Resolution 5-147 has been corrected to list an RFP date of April 28, 2026.

A motion to approve amended resolution 5-147 was made by Councilman Brown and seconded by
Councilwoman Huneke. Discussion amongst the council regarding the resolution and the funding of
the resolution, was had. Upon a roll call vote, all members voted in the affirmative, with thte exception
of Councilman Jurgensen who voted against the resolution. Resolution 5-147 was adopted on May 19,

2026.

REPORT OF THEMAYOR __ Mayor jones |

Mayor Jones Reported:

Mayor Jones announced that Paul Maretski [, a member of the American Legicn, will be the
Grand Marshall of the Memorial Day Parade.

Mayor Jones read the names of all the soldiers from the surrounding community, who were killed
in the line of duty.

| REPORT OF THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY R Craig Bossong

Craig Bossong:
e  Fairshare housing has requested some additional documentation, which we are providing.
e Working with NSU regarding the Sewer Plant.

| NEW BUSINESS ' |

| COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS Borough Council Members |

1. Councilman Daniclowicz:

a. Camp Wyanoke
i. Open for reservations
b. Department of Public Works
i. Thank you to the DPW for hanging the plants along Bloomfield Avenue, painting the
curbs, and for their help during Beautification Day.
ii. Thanked Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Hunkele, Council President Buehcner,
Assemblyman Barlas, and Senator Corado for joining us for Beautification Day.

2. Council President Buechner

a. Grover Cleveland Birth Place




i, 2504 anniversary celebration on the 4% of July, as well as the Annual Ice Cream
Social.
1. The event will include tables hosted by Historical Groups and speakers
2. Display on the Electoral College
ii. May 6% from 6:30-8pm there will be a presentation from Louis Baccone, GCBP
Board Member and writer of “Ulysses Odessey: Ulysses World Tour at the Dawn of
the Empire”. Books will be for sale, and Author will be signing books.
b. Senior Center
i. Memorial Day viewing area in front of the Methodist Church. Call 973-403-4623 to
reserve a spot.
ii. Reminded residents that through our Contract with Bloomfield Board of Health,
residents can access their events and screenings.
ifi. Pizza and Bingo - Please call ahead so we can plan accordingly.

3. Councilman Brown
a. The Education Foundation 5k was a huge success, with over 1,000 registrants.
b. Thanked the volunteers of the Caldwell Fire Department for their hard work and dedication.
Attended a dinner on Friday to celebrate their 150" anniversary.
i. Mayor Jones added special recognition for Carter Kaiser - Jr. Firefighter of the year
and for Sam Calemito - Sr. Firefighter of the year.

PUBLIC COMMENTS |

Ann Marchioni, 85 Brookside Ave and co-Chair of Environmental Commission. Caldwell is 2 “Tree City”
which is something we are very proud of. The Sycamore's along Florence Place have created a canopy
over the street, which is a fairly rare occurrence. Trees intercept thousands of gallons of storm water,
capture carbon, and stabilize soil. The Environmental Commission recommends that, when possible,
trees are saved during the course of road projects.

Sister Ella Ule, 7 Ashland Street; read “Who Needs a Tree” by Maria Flemming to the Council. She read
this book earlier today to the students she tuters in Newark.

Jonathan Sagalow, 13 Chestnut Street; 40% swing between bids for the Civic Center Bid. Were they all
qualified?

Mr. Bossong stated that we review the lowest responsible bids to determine the qualifications.

Mr. Sagalow stated that he works in construction cost estimating and finds the range concerning. Was
the 3.6 million an outlier?

Mr. Bossong stated that he would argue it is.

Mr. Sagalow asked when the expected date of completed for 80 Blecomfield Avenue was?

Mr. Palumbo advised that the cost is expected to be at bid amount. We have hired a Construction Attorney
who has sent word to the contractor.

| EXECUTIVE SESSION Closed Session |

| ADJOURNMENT i

There being no additional business to be conducted, a moticn to adjourn the public meeting was made by
Councilman Brown and seconded by Councilman Jurgensen. Upon voice vote, all members present voted in the
affirmative.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45pnt.
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Prepared by:
Brittany Heun, Borough Cl




